How To ... Setor Modify Preferences
B 26000

INTRODUCTION

Nearly every operation and function in EnSight is initially set to a default value. Preferences allow you to set these
initial values as well as set some default behaviors such as which time step to initially load for transient data, how the
mouse buttons are defined, etc. When EnSight starts, the preference settings are read from the $ENSIGHT_HOME/
site_preferences directory and then overlaid by the preference settings found in your .ensight7 directory.

BASIC OPERATION

1. Bring up the Preferences dialog by selecting Preferences ,=é EnSight
from the Edit pull-down menu. - ...

Ezarr ____________ x -_i

Sel Part Feature Detail Editors b
e

Flipbook Animation Editor...
Keyframe Animation Editor...
Solution Time Editor...
Transformation Editor...
Variables Editor...

N --- - » Preferences...

The following preference categories are available in the Preferences dialog (and will be explained below):

To Set Annotation Preferences:

To Set Color Palette Defaults:

To Set Command Line Preferences:

To Set Data Preferences:

To Set General User Interface Preferences:
To Set Image Saving and Printing Preferences:
To Set Interactive Probe Query Preferences:
To Set Mouse and Keyboard Preferences:
To Set Part Preferences:

To Set Performance Preferences:

To Set Plotter Preferences:

To Set Query Preferences:

To Set User Defined Input Preferences:

To Set Variable Preferences:

To Set View Preferences:

To Set Viewports Preferences:
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To Set Annotation Preferences:

1. Select Annotation from the Preference
Categories list. -------------------oooo oo .

2. Click the “Click Here To Start” button. This Preference Categories(Select One)

will bring up Annotation mode in EnSight and | E
deselect any annotations. ---------------------- 1 | Color Palettes
' |Command Line Parameters
3. Since Annotation mode normally shows you : | |pata
icons only for the selected annotations, click | general User Interface
on the “Allow Editing Defaults” button to get ! Image Saving and Printing
full access to all attributes. .. ————— | | Interactive Probe Query

- Aoy P
A Ml | | Mouse and Keybaard
perRuLTS I
' Parts

4. Set any attribute, for example line widths to 2 Performance
Pixels, text to left justification, etc. ]

5. You can also define any annotation (text, line, sk & e o Preferences b
and logo) and have it be part of your :
preferences. Legends can also be part of the

preferences, but these preferences are 1} * Click Here To Start
independent of the variable tied to the 2} Turn ON the button named
legend, i.e., the preference file keeps attributes | 'ALLOW EDITING DEFAULTS’
for the first, second, third, etc. visible legends. | in the Annot mode icons.

3} Modify any Annot mode icons
: now available. For example:Line Width.

6. Click Save to Preference File to save the
default annotation attributes. If you have
defined any annotations, a pop-up will ask you

. .
if you want to save this annotation as part of | 'y_Save To Preference File |

your default or if your intent is to save the B g :
default attributes only. ------------......... g CIOSEI H'EIPI
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To Set Color Palette Defaults:

1. Select Color Palettes from the Preference

Categories list. .-

2. Choose to color by RGB or Textures. .- ----........ :

3. Toggle on if you want the color legend to
automatically appear when you color a part by a

variable. ... ..ol -

4. Toggle on if you want color legends to be
replaced when the current legend is no longer in
use (i.e., no parts are colored by the variable)

5. Toggle on if you wish the legend ranges tobe :------

updated when time is changed, thus based on

values of variable at the current time. ...........0 """

6. Set the default legend for per element
variables to be constant over the element or to
vary continuously over the element (averages

with neighbors).

7. Set the default legend editing interface to

simpleoradvanced ............. ...

8. If you have predefined color palettes, you can
set one of them to be the default by entering the
name or picking one from the list of defined

palettes. - --rocooe i '

9. To set default legend attributes, click here.
This will bring up the detail editor for color
legends with no legends selected. In the feature
detail editor, set the desired attributes such as
linear/logarithmic scale, and continuous or

banded type. ... :

10. Click here to save the preferences. --------------- g

-4 Preferences ||§||z|

Preference Categories{Select One)

Annatation

Command Line Parameters
Data

General User Interface
Image Saving and Printing
Interactive Probe Query

dErtEt Color Palette/Legend Preferencesg #tttdttd

Color By, RGB

' Display Legend When Part Is Colored

and a new variable is inuse. ----..oooooooooeeens I Auto Replace Legend When Part Is Colored

Rezet Legend Ranges When Time Is Changed

>_| Use Continuous Palette For Per Element Vars

Legend Editing Interface Advanced

B >

Palette LS

To zet legend defaultz(such as the Scale type):
1} y Click Here Ta Start

2} Modify any legend attributes in the
‘Feature Detail Editor now displayed.
! For example: Tvpe or Scale.

4 Save To Preference File

Close Help
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To Set Command Line Preferences:

A number of command line parameters exist for
EnSight. These parameters can be set in your
preference file so you do not have to specify them on
the start line each time you use EnSight.

1. Select Command Line Parameters from the
Preference Categories list.

2, Select a command line argument.

An explanation of the selected argument will appear
in the dialog.

3. Click here to add the parameter.
It will be placed in the editarea. -........................

If you make a mistake and add an unwanted ;
parameter, simply highlight it in the feedback area and - - -
delete it. Lo

If additional information is required, a note will be

- Preferences

[EEd

» lommand Line Parameters

Preference Categories{Select One)

Annotation
Color Palettes

Data

General User Interface
Image Saving and Printing
Interactive Probe Query

Btk Bt Cﬂmmand Line preferences wertekkkrkk ke

Select From This List Ta See More
Information. Select Add To Insert
Into The Preference List.
«leonfig
-no_display_lis
- guad _sters
-multi_samplir
-na_rmulti_san
-num_samples
1=no_-start-scree:
-no_stencil_bui
P
-ports
-rangell
-readendhg
-rsh

Add Selected Item To
Current Args Below

Save To Preference File

Help

posted here to help you.

4. If you need to add additional information, add
any text needed into the editarea. ........ ... ... .. .. .:

5. Click here to save the preferences.
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To Set Data Preferences:

1. Select Data from the Preference Categories
list.

2. If you want to specify a path to look for data,
specify it here.

3. You can specify the default binary file type
here.

4. When transient data is loaded into EnSight
you can choose to specify a beginning time
step. If you do not specify a beginning time step,
either the first or the last time step will be loaded
depending on this preference.

5. After successfully reading data into EnSight

you are presented (for most data formats) witha .. ..
part loader if this attribute is set to No Parts. If

set to any other attribute the parts specified will : .-
be loaded and displayed without intervention :
from the partloader. ----------coooiiii

Concerns periodic model updating while
EnSightis running - Please Contact CEl Support
regarding this option. .. .............................]

6. The readers shown with a * will show up in the
pull-down for data format in the EnSight data
reader dialog. You can take readers off of the
pull-down list if you toggle the * off (select the
reader in the list).

7. You can specify the default data type by

=" Preferences
Preference Categories{Select One)

Annotation
Calor Palettes
Command Line Parameters

General User Interface
Image Saving and Printing
Interactive Probe Query

***M*?tﬂf** Dﬂ.tﬁ pmferences dokkokhkrkkok

Default Data | &
Directory

Binary

Files Are  DigEndian(HP.IBM,SGI,SUN)

If Starting Time Step [ .t
is not specified load - _2 tep

When reading data Parts
automatically load (N b

Select Below To Togsle Reader Visikility.

*3 Case

{*> EnSight §

{*y ABAQUS

{*y ANSYS RESULTS

{*y ESTET

{*y FAST UNSTRUCTURED
{* FIDAF NEUTEAL

(") FLUENT UNIVERSAL
{*) Movie

{*y MPGS 4.1

Default R-ein.-:_i!e_r_ >

typing in the exact name of thereader. ..............-

8. Click here to save the preferences.

A Save To Preference File

Help
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To Set General User Interface Preferences:

Preference Categories{Select One)
Annaotation iy
| | Color Palettes

1. Select General User Interface from the | |Command Line Parameters
Preference Categories list. ~-~---------------- . .|| Data

2. Toggle to show tool tips (balloon help). ... .. Image Saving and Printing

Interactive Probe Query

3. Toggle to show an extra dialog with a long Mouse and Keyboard

partlist. - oo ]

| |Parts
4. Toggle to show Frame mode as an available ' | | Performance
mode. oo
5. Toggle to show View mode as an available e — Ceneral User Interface Profopencag bttt
mode. --------iiiiiii o 1
6. EnSight’s command language records part *. - | | Tool Tips
names or numbers according to this choice. ]
Recording by name is more portable for using |
the command language with a different dataset Frame Mode Allowed
since the part numbers do not need to match | 17 View Maode Allowed

up. However, recording by name produces " & oy ot Galection Tn o5

slightly larger command files. ! 3 Command Language By Numhber i |

7. Click Save Above Items To Preference File to > Save Above [tems To Preference File
save the GUI items to your preference file. .-~

- Modify and Save Icon Layout...

8. To Modify EnSight’s Icon Layout, click here..-- |

Save Size and Position of Main Windows
.—‘

9. To save as a preference the location and size ;
of EnSight’s windows, click here. -----------------
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To Set Image Saving and Printing Preferences:

Preference Categories(Select One)
| | Annotation A
Colar Palettes

Command Line Parameters
Data

1. Select Image Saving and Printing from the Ceneral User Interface

Preference Categories list. --------------------- - [mage Saving and Printing

Interactive Probe Query
Mouse and Keyboard
Parts

FPerformance

2. Click the “Click Here To Start” button. This
will bring up the Print/Save Image dialog. ---------

3. Modify the attributes you want for your 5 !, Click Here To Start

preference such as the image format. 2) Modify any printisave image attributes in

4. Click here to save the preferences. ............ | the dialog now displayed.

Save T Preference File I

ED
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To Set Interactive Probe Query Preferences:

Preference Categories(Select One)
| | Annotation A
Colar Palettes

Command Line Parameters
Data

1 | General User Interface

Image Saving and Printing
Bl gpinteractive Probe Query |
| | Mouse and Keybuoard

Parts

FPerformance 7

1. Select Interactive Probe Query from the
Preference Categories list. ---. .

2. Click the “Click Here To Start” button. This

will bring up Interactive Probe quick ki Prole Query Preferences ik
interactionarea. ... .. .. ... .. ... .. ..

3. Modify the attributes you want for your 1) !, Click Here To Start
pl_'eference such as Report By, and # Items 2) In the probe query interaction area,
Displayed. that was just made availahble, adjust

. parameters for any of the guery types,
4. Click here to save the preferences. .. display attributes, items displayed,

ar ‘Report By value.

3)‘ Save Tao Preference File I
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To Set Mouse and Keyboard Preferences:

This preference allows you to modify the behavior
of the mouse buttons used during EnSight
transformations. Each mouse button can be set up
to be one of Transf. Action (meaning that the
button is set to the action as shown in
transformation icons at the bottom of the EnSight
dialog - set to rotate by default), Rotate, Translate,
Zoom, or Pick. At least one button must be set to
Transf. Action. If no mouse button is set Pick, the

p” keyboard key will be used for this function.

1. Select Mouse and Keyboard from the B
Preference Categories list. --.-..............._. -

2. Modify the preference for each of the mouse
buttons. -

Picking iz accomplished using the 'p’ key.
Zoom Style| BAanual Drag

3. Click here to save the preferences.

Preference Categories{Select One}

Annotation &
Color Palettes

Commaned Line Parameters
Data

General User Interface

Image Saving and Printing
Interactive Probe Query

Parts

Performance

ettt Monse and Keyboard Preferences et

Transf. Action
Translate

Zoom

T Save To Preference File
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To Set Part Preferences:

1. Select Parts from the Preferences Categories
list. ...l o

2. Click the “Click Here To Start” button. This
will bring up Part mode in EnSight and deselect

any parts (so you can edit defaults). ----------- .

3. Modify any part attribute such as line
thickness.

4. Click Save General Part Preferences To File

to save the default visual attributes for parts. e |

5. If you want to modify creation attributes for
created parts, specify which dialog you want to

USE. ~---ooenoeneeenooeooi

6. Set the parttype. ---------- -

7. Modify the attribute. For example, set
subcontours to 3 for contour parts.

8. Click Save Preferences For Part Type
Chosen To File to save the attributes for the

Rt ]

part type edited. - --------oooooioioioill

Preference Categories{Select One}

Annotation &
Color Palettes

Commaned Line Parameters
Data

General User Interface
Image Saving and Printing
Interactive Probe Query
Mouse and Keyboamd

Performance i

et Part Preferences ¥+

‘ #* Ta save generic attributes for all part types:

13 Click Here To Start

2} Modify any Part mode icons now
. gvailable. Faor example:Line Width.

S
3} Save General Part Preferences To Filel

**+ Ta gave attributes for specific part types:
- gQuick InteractHon Area I

Using

| 2) Start Editing | a

For Part Contours — I

3} Modify part attributes with the chosen

editor{Detail Editor or Quick Interaction
Area.

13 Save Preferences For Part

.y  Type Chosen To File
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To Set Performance Preferences:

Preference Categories{Select One)

Image Saving and Printing KX

| | Interactive Probe Query
1. Select Performance from the Preferences Mouse and Keyboard
Categories list. ................................. .. |Parts

Performance ‘
£

2. To cull duplicate lines in line drawing mode, Plotter
Query

set this toggle. ---------- -l .
| | User Defined Input
Variables

3. To set fast mode to static, toggle on. The
default is off meaning that the fast display
(i.e., bounding box) is only active during
transformations such that the image returns
back to full graphics display when the mouse
buttons are not depressed. In static mode the
fast representation is continuously displayed.. .

View

1. eeeeckerdk Derformance Preferences ¥Fereeeres

VJ Cull Lines

4. To sort the geometry during ~| Static Fast Display
transformations, thereby creating correct 1 Transparency Re-sart
transparent image at all times (but at a ] Detail Repr. Point Resolution(1-100) [
performance cost), set this toggle on. To D {1=Draw every point, 2=Draw half, ...}
delay the re-sort until the mouse is released, : o
’ Detail B . Model B luti
set this toggle off (better performance with (l'ig'limf_’fws.}’:}‘:‘;'fn el Reselufion |5'J A

Often acceptable enough Image) 77777777777777777 : A Sa‘re To pmfemnce P‘ile

wn

4. If using point display for fast display mode,
set the point resolution here. -.......... ... ..

5. If using sparse geometry display for fast
display mode, set the percent of the model to ‘ ‘
showhere. .- ...

(Only used if immediate mode is being used.)

6. Click here to save the preferences. -.........
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To Set Plotter Preferences:

1. Select Plotter from the Preferences

Categories list. ... ... .. ...

2, Click the “Click Here To Start” button. This
will bring up Plotter mode in EnSight and

deselect any plots and curves. --------------------

3. Set any attribute, for example line width for
curves, tick marks for axis, etc.

4. Click here to save the preferences. .

Preference Categories{Select One)

Image Saving and Printing
Interactive Probe Query
Mouse and Keyboard

Parts

Performance

Query

User Defined Input
Variables

View

A

|

skt Platheyr Prefemeneeg ikt

now available. For example:

2} Modify any Plat mode attributes

Graph Attrs: width, height background...
Axis Attre: label format,line width...
Curve Attrs: type, width, style...

3}‘ Save To Preference File |
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To Set Query Preferences:

1. Select Query from the Preferences
Categories list.

2. Click this toggle on so that once you create
a query it will be automatically plotted...-----......

3. If Auto Plot Queries is toggled on, then you
have the option to check this toggle. If on and
an existing plot uses the same variables, you
query will be added to this existing plot.
Otherwise an new plot will be created. .........:

4. Click the “Click Here To Start” button. This
will bring up the Query quick interaction area .
with all query items deselected. .................;

5. Set any attribute, for example Distance Type
and 30 Samples for the Line tool constraint.

6. Click here to save the preferences.

=+ Preferences

Preference Categories(Select One)

Interactive Probe Query
Mouse and Keyboard

Parts

Performance

PlEl'tEr _________
gluey |

E dkkobkokktokk Quew Preferences dkkobkokktokk

Auto Plot Queries

| el Por Beletag Plobiery

2) In the guery interaction area,
that was just made available, adjust
parameters for any of the gquery types,
constraints, ar visibility attributes.

Save To Preference File

Close Help

To set gquery defaults{such as the guery type):
| 1)y Click Here To Start

=1IES)
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To Set User Defined Input Preferences:

1. Select User Defined Input from the
Preferences Categories list. ----------............ ..

2. Turn this on to show the macro panel display .

3. Toggle to select the default to display a part
list in the graphics window. This is especially
helpful in full screen mode or a VR environment. .

4. Turn this on to activate the user defined input
device (ENSIGHT7_INPUT must be set to the
proper device). --------oooiieeioiiiieee oo

5. A Valuator can be used for zoom operations
(like a virtual joy stick), or Position which

simply means to delta movement in the Z L
direction will be used. ------------oooao

6. Sets the sensitivity for the zoom operation.

The values for zoom are scaled by this setting,

so values larger than 1.0 will make the inputs
larger while less than 1.0 will make them :
smaller. .- -ooroi

7. Mixed mode will use the input devices z
rotate directly but use x and y translation values
for xly rotations. Direct mode will use the
rotation angles from the input device directly

forallthreeaxis. ... ... ... .. .. ... ... ... Ll

8. Sensitivity will set a scaling factor for the
rotation values. ---------cooioiiiiiiii

9. Click here to save the preferences. ---------------

=» Preferences [x]
Preference Categories(Select One)

Interactive Probe Query
Mouse and Keyhoard
Parts

Performance

Platter

Que

B N e —

bkttt User Defined Input Preferences ettt
bbbtttk EnSight Gold Only bbbkttt

Macro Panel Interface

A Part Panel Interface

P | User Defined Input Device

Ratate UsinaMix-ed Mode

Sensitivity |} aonooo
v

Save To Preference File

i

Claose Help
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To Set Variable Preferences:

1. Select Variables from the Preferences Y

Categories list.

2. Turn this on if you want to be notified
before a variable is activated.

3. Toggle to select visibility of functions in the
General Functions list of the New Variable
Calculatordialog. ....... ... . ... ... ... . ... ...

4. Save this notification request and function
visibilities to the preference file by clicking
here.

5. Brings up the dialog for setting extended
CFD settings.

Save these settings by clicking here.

=" Preferences
Preference Categories{Select One)

Performance
Platter

Query
User Defined Input

-"ariables )

N ) —

Rt b st f 2 Variable meemnces sekiketekekk

\ Notify Before Activating A Variable

Select Below To Toggle Visibility
Far a General Function.
{*1Area
{(*}CaseMap
»(*)Coeff
{(*ICmplx
(FICmplxArg
{*ICmplxConj
() CmplxImag
(FICmplxMMeodu
{*)CmplxReal
{(*ICmplxTransResp

p Save To General Variable Preferences File

p Modify Extended CFD Variabkle Settings...

-p> Save To Extended CFD FPreference File

Close Help
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To Set View Preferences:

-~ Preferences [l [x]
1. Select View from the Preferences Preference Categories(Select One)
Categories list. .......... ... . ... .. ... : Performance
' Platter
.|| | Query

L Defined I t

2. Turn on if you want the plane tool to be ser Detined p
. Variables

shown as a transparent plane, or off if you
want it shown in line drawing mode. .............. i 2 = = =E=m=nmimns =t N
3. There are two offsets employed in EnSight. .
This one, hardware offset, is perpendicular to it View Preferences iy
the monitor screen, and done in hardware if :
this toggle is on. This will allow, for example :. |y | Plane Tool Filled
contour lines to appear closer to the viewer

-

than their parent part so they are visibleno """ Use graphics hardware to offset line objects

matter what orientation the part is viewed from salid surfaces. (Ex. offset contours, vector
FFOML - e oo p arrows, ete, from their clip plane parent part.)

The second offset is the display offset. The display offset ;---f-™= === ===
can be set in the feature detail editor for line parts such as
contour lines, particle trace lines, vector arrows, and
separation/attachment lines. The display offset is the
distance in the direction of the element normal
(perpendicular to the surface).

FPleaze zet the main interface '"View' menu
items as you wonld prefer them to be for
defaults. Then select Save belonws:.

: Save To Preference File
4. Select the default viewing orientation. .......: A

5. Pull down “View” menu and set items
desired.

6. Click here to save the preferences. ............|...........:

Close Help
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To Set Viewports Preferences:

1. Select the Viewports Category. ................... .

2. Click the Click Here To Start button. ------------.

This will bring up the Viewports quick interaction
area with all viewport items selected.

3. Set any viewport attributes (for example,
background color to blended).

4. Click here to save the attributes set in 2. to
the preference file as defaults for future

SESSIONS. - - v o ceem oo

5. Click her to save the current viewport layout

to the preference file. ... .. lll -

=" Preferences

Preference Categories(Select One)

Performance
FPlotter

Query
User Defined Input
Variables

. Aerkkokek ok ok vimﬂﬂ Preferences sbkkekokkkeokk

1} 1 Click Here To Start

2) Modify any Vport mode attributes
now available. For example:
Background Calor: constant, blended...
Baorder Attrs: visibility, colaor...
ID/2D Grid Attrs: line width,color,gradations...

3} P Save Defaults To Preference File

.y~ Save Current Layout To Preference File

Close Help
SEE ALSO
User Manual: Edit Menu Functions
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